November 20, 2015

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Harry Reid

Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

U.S. Capitol Building, Room: S-230 U.S. Capitol Building, Room: S-221
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader McConnell and Minority Leader Reid,

As Members of Congress representing counties containing federal public lands within
their boundaries, we write to request that Congress inc i1de full funding for the
Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program for FY 16 along with responsible budget
offsets in any legislation likely to pass the House and Senate and be signed into law
before the end of the year.

PILT provides critical resources to nearly 1,900 counties across 49 states to offset lost
property tax revenue due to the presence of tax-exempt federal lands within their
jurisdictions. Without full funding for the PILT program before the end of the year,
counties across the nation will be unable to provide essential services such as
education, law enforcement, search and rescue, road maintenance and public health tc
residents and millions of federal lands visitors alike.

Moving forward we hope Congress can work together to enact a fiscally responsibie
long-term sustainable solution to fully fund this important program and eliminate the
ongoing funding uncertainty PILT counties face. However, as the end of the year
approaches, enacting full-funding for PILT in FY 2016 is essential in order to provide
counties with the certainty they need to plan their own budgets and continue providing
essential county services. We look forward to working with you to resolve this pressing
issue facing our communities in FY16 and in the coming years.

Sincerely,
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United States Senator United States Senator










T1im Kaine
United States Senator

Mike Lee

finitad Qtatac Canatar

Dean Heller
United States Senator

Unitéd Statés Senator

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Bill Nelson
United States Senator

WAL N e s A v

United State; ”Senator




